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 OFFICE OF THE PROVOST 

 

LEARNING RESOURCE AFFORDABILITY PLAN 
3.18.2022 

 

Introduction 

The cost of textbooks has been a longstanding barrier to student access and affordability. 
According to the Educational Data Initiative website:

https://boardofed.idaho.gov/board-policies-rules/board-policies/higher-education-affairs-section-iii/iii-u-instructional-materials-access-and-affordability/
https://boardofed.idaho.gov/board-policies-rules/board-policies/higher-education-affairs-section-iii/iii-u-instructional-materials-access-and-affordability/
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Current activity 

In 2021 at the be
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o As stated earlier, the CSI faculty have made these commitments as an inherent 
function of their positions. However, during the process of textbook adoption and 
selection review, the College will undertake to create reasonable parameters around 
selection that are consistent with the language in the policy. 

o The College will commit to the creation of institutional textbook selection policy. 

¶ Professional development opportunities for faculty and staff related to the discovery, 
adoption, and use of OER and other affordable instructional materials. 

o Will be accomplished through the deployment of Project Z-Degree (the community 
college OER project) as well as through the Teaching and Learning Center, library, and 
other instructional support services. 

¶ Strategies to support faculty adoption, adaption, and/or use of OER and other affordable 
instructional materials. 

o See the first and second bullets above 

¶ Programs, incentive structures, or other strategies to encourage and support faculty to 
publicly share OER developed for their own courses. 

o This is a function of Project Z-Degree including significant collaboration between 
institutions. 

¶ Course marking processes at the time of course schedule releases that indicate the cost of 
instructional materials in course sections that are reliably zero cost or very low cost, as 
defined in this policy. 

o Course marking will be deployed as soon as possible, although it is important to point 
out that CSI is adopting a new Student Information System which may cause a delay. 

¶ Strategies with measurable goals for improving and using readily available and relevant 
OER or other very low cost instructional materials in common-indexed courses as 
articulated in Board Policy III.N.6.b., including dual credit courses. 

o This will be a component of the plans cited above in the first two bullet points as well 
as those set forth in the conditions of Project Z-Degree, e.g. a zero textbook cost major 
developed at each Idaho community college. 


