GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM ASSESSMENT REPORT AY 2022 ~ 2023

We again assessed our program of General Education at CSI by reviewing student work assembled in
representative portfolios. A record number of 72 readers participated. Ten teams of participants were
assigned two portfolios to read and assess. We collected feedback both from the individual readers and
from the reading teams. This report summarizes feedback from individual readers.

Results: Readers found this evidence of student achievement of our program goals of Think,
Communicate, Connect and Be Well;

f Students demonstrate the ability to draw on multiple ways of thinking and are able to make
connections between different disciplines / ways of knowing. Students show the ability to
reflect on content, experiences, and the learning process.

f Students are able to locate, summarize and effectively use information. Readers also noted
students’ effective use of multiple technologies.

f Students demonstrate the ability to connect content to larger themes, to societal issues, and to
their own personal lives. Readers also observed that students can practically apply what they
are learning.

I Wellness artifacts in general show a firm grasp of content; students demonstrate evidence of an
understanding of the importance of wellbeing and evidence of growth/change through in-depth
reflection.

Readers would like to see “more of” the evidence above, in particular the following:

I Deeper struggles with content and inquiry; meta-cognition or thinking about learning

f Reflection that is of deeper significance.

f More student “buy-in”; some readers commented on work that merely “checked the box”
instead of a deeper level of engagement.

f More independent thought: many readers commented on the length and specificity of
assignment instructions, which they felt reduced opportunities for self-directed learning, risk-
taking, and independent thinking.

f Improved communication skills, especially as demonstrated in written work.

f Improvements in how students connect ideas, both between and across disciplines and to their
own lives and social issues; in response to this finding, many readers suggested a need to create
interdisciplinary coursework or more opportunities to team teach.

Assessment readers found this evidence of faculty giving students appropriate opportunities to
demonstrate achievement of our program goals:

Assignments that allow students to show growth and change.

Assignments that allow students to make connections to self and the larger world.
Assignments that allow students to apply content.

Assignments that build in reflection.

Assignments that give students choice.
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One reader commented that “the quality and variety of assignments made me want to go back to
college. We are challenging students!” Another wrote, “Participating in this event confirms that CSI has
awesome instructors!”



Readers suggested faculty could improve opportunities we give students to demonstrate outcomes by
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